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by Emma-Louise Hope

In keeping with one of our recent themes: Nature’s palette and colours in birds in particular,
| thought it only fitting to talk about my own walking art piece; my pet budgie; Sunny.

Sunny is a budgerigar, or budgie; a small parrot originally native to Australia. In 1840,
explorer James Gould brought them to Europe and their popularity grew from there.
The main attraction being their bright and colourful markings and plumage.

They are one of the easier birds to keep and look after, live anywhere from eight to ten
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My budgie Sunny originally belonged to my Nan and was her constant companion for roughly a year or two
before she passed away in 2016.

| have suffered with various health conditions but even on my worst pain day, I'd make sure to get to the living room so |
could keep him company and it cheered me up to see his crazy antics and hear his chatter. With how much he'd improved

my mood, my parents asked if I'd like to look after him permanently and | leapt at the chance and he’s been my best
friend ever since.
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6am- Is the sun up? In that case start singing songs to my 'SunnHTa[k'
people until someone wakes up or responds.

“Don't mind me"
7am- Dad is up so now | need to do the perch dance until he )
finally opens my door, then tell him off for not opening Coughmg

it quick enough! Sneezing, usually in threes

8am- Mum is up so time for breakfast! “Come onme old son”

I've already had mine, but what's mine is mine and what's mum’s “c .

is mine too! ute baby bird

So, I'll make sure to have a beak full of tea and “Who's com'mg?"

as much of her breakfast as | can manage until she stops me! B ,
Are you a good boy?

9am-12pm- Try and bite Mum as she puts me back in my cage Xbox t d

and refills my seed and water. | am allowed to go where | want oxturn on soun

and do what | want but how dare she put her hand in my cage Door squeaking sounds

to feed and water me! Have lots of small naps, interrupted by

the odd zoomies and snacks and singing practice.

Scream for Mum if she leaves the room, request to go everywhere . .,
with her but then at the first step out of the room, scream and ask to Bless you
go back. If that fails, climb down and follow her!

“Come on”

“Who's a pretty bog?"
When she sits down for lunch, climb up her leg to try and get u o
at the forbidden foods! Are Ej(?‘l;co:nmg.
us

The more I'm not allowed them, the more | want them! N "
Sunny Bunny

1-6pm- More singing, screaming, stalking, destroying property and
getting involved in everything mum tries to do. Destroy her wall by
ripping off the wallpaper and trying to tunnel through the wall,.

have also chewed through a rung on my ladder; one down four to go!

“Teresa's coming ont bus”
"Com'mg to see me?”

“Ken't see owt”
7pm- Dinner for mum and dad, | usually get an offering from their "G e kiss”
plate; | prefer my broccoli cooked and warm, otherwise it gets thrown tmmte riss
on the floor. If they are having something | can’t have, “Thank You”
I'll just sneak over and try and climb mum’s leg until she gives in.
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8pm-10pm- Sing, play, destroy the house, throw things on the floor
before my parents go to bed. They don’t go to bed till | say so!
Finally give in and getimtomycagemysetformakeamistakearmdgetcaptoured-and-potm—Ftoffop=rd tuck my head
under my wing and i i i i jel
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